SOUTHERN EUBOEA
WIND PARK THREAT
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AN UNCONTROLLED DELUGE OF WIND TURBINES IS RUINING                         SOUTHERN EUBOEA

IS EUBOEA FINISHED?

TRANSFORMATION INTO AN INDUSTRIAL AREA

WIND TURBINES EVERYWHERE

(worksites, roads, rubble, cables, transmission towers)

The accumulation of wind turbines is threatening the natural environment and mortgaging our country’s future. 

Law 3851/2010 accelerates installation of renewable energy sources, permitting the construction of thousands of  new wind turbines. Wind turbines are penetrating everywhere without exception, whether on public land or on private land and protected areas.
Many areas will be transformed into industrial zones for energy production, with grave consequences for the natural environment,  the lives of local people and the local economy.

Windparks = industrial installations 

In Southern Euboea  in whichever direction they look residents and visitors will have before their eyes a multitude of wind turbines, roads and electrical transmission cables. The most unspoilt mountain and seaside locations of Southern Euboea, which are important for the preservation of the natural environment and for tourist development in our area will be transformed into open-air worksites and will lose their value.

What infrastructural works are required by wind parks?

Wind parks are not real “parks”. They are industrial installations.

· A quarter of a hectare of land clearance around each wind  turbine

· excavation  of foundations  (250 cubic metres of concrete for each wind turbine)

· many kilometres of access roads in formerly natural landscapes

· hundreds of new column s, cables, pylons and sub-stations

· lubricants and detergents for the machinery which pollute soil and water




Consequences

· The natural landscape is lost   Mass installation of wind turbines and the ancillary works transform the natural landscapes into industrial areas.   A construction site landscape is created, with a jumble of roads and cables and a scattering of wind turbines

· A threat  to wild fauna and natural vegetation    Migratory birds and endangered species are killed by the wind turbines and the transmission lines. Their biotopes and the vegetation are downgraded by the infrastructural works. Particularly endangered are the remaining raptors (eagles, vultures)
· Increase in fires. Above-ground medium-tension transmission lines cause fires each summer. If the cables are not put underground the number of fires will skyrocket in the coming years

· Reduction  in tourism          Areas of rare natural beauty and  archaeological interest such as Dimosaris, Archampoli, Platanistos,  Armeno near Styra, will be downgraded. These areas are the inestimable wealth of Karystia and the basic resource for development of tourism. What basis can there be for future tourist development when the natural beauty of Karystia has been ruined by industrial wind farm installations?
· Massive soil erosion. New roads, rock removal and earth moving will change the course of surface waters and cause erosion, landslides and floods.  

· Change in land use and property rights.   Wind turbine companies acquire land use rights over public and private land and  are not obliged to pay rent either to the state or to private individuals if these individuals do not have recognized property titles. Law 3851/2010 enables companies to install wind turbines and transmission facilities on any expanse of land with simple authorization from the Forestry Department. Submission of objections  from the owner is not taken into account. 
· Reduction and fragmentation of pasture land.  Traditional stockbreeding based on  free grazing will suffer  contraction because of land clearing and road building.

· Health Dangers.  Residences near wind turbines (within 500 metres) will be subjected to indistinct noise and low-frequency sounds that can interfere with sleep and cause intense disturbance. 
· Danger of accidents. Rotor blades can come unstuck in high winds as happened at Marmari in 2003. In other countries fires have also broken out and even explosions of the gearbox.
· Loss of the Mount Ochi Natura site (GR2420001).  The Mount Ochi area is one Euboea’s priceless treasures and has been recognized as a site of national and European significance (EEL259/21.9.2006. The protected area risks losing its character forever if the 135 wind turbines are built that have been granted production permits, along with the dozens of kilometres of new roads and a new high-tension transmission line. 

The natural wealth of Euboea pays Athens’ electricity bills




To date there are

· 34 wind parks in operation, with 347 wind turbines installed

· Electrical transmission: the existing 250 MW high-tension  transmission line
Planned for the immediate future are

· 20 wind parks with 329 300MW wind turbines, with production permits

· Connection with the Polypotamos-Platanistos 400MW high-tension transmission line

·  5 new substations

Programmed for the Cavo D’oro area and the Mount Ochi Natura site are: 

· 74 wind turbines  with production permits at Stavro and Plakota.

· 61 wind turbines with production permits, 24 kilometres of new roads and a separate high-tension transmission line.

· 11  wind parks  (129 wind turbines), 200 kilometres of new roads at application stage.

According to figures from the Regulatory Authority  for Energy in total in Southern Euboea

· 50% of new wind farm applications are duplicated
· 78 wind  farms with 803 wind turbines have production permits (1010MW)

· 19 applications of 708 MW  together with an application for a 300MW offshore wind  park propose connection with the existing 256MW network or the Aliveri 450MW High Voltage Centre.

·  The Regulatory Authority for Energy estimates that in total 2,581 wind turbines may be installed.

The local  community – citizens’ associations and individual citizens – react:

· We will protect our locality from the illegal appropriation of land that is being sought by wind farm companies with the assistance of favourable legislation

· We will not permit the destruction of our last unspoilt mountains and coasts

· We will not permit Southern Euboea to be buried under transmission lines, revolving rotors and roads., 

We demand:

· that the Ochi protected area remained free from any installation

· that there be a reduction in the number of wind turbines under installation.

· that all transmission lines be placed underground

Association  for Protection of the Environment of Southern Karystia 

www.ochi.gr
NO WIND TURBINES IN THE AUTHORIZED SPECIAL PROTECTION ZONE



Wind Turbines DO NOT SOLVE the energy problem

Renewable energy sources are supplementary forms of energy that require parallel functioning of thermal power stations. The unstable and intermittent power from renewable energy sources would lead the system to collapse if there was not a parallel base load and peak power reserves that can be provided only by fossil fuels (lignite, natural gas, etc.)  There is minimal reduction in CO2 according to the 2007 report of the American Academy of Sciences.  The wind is free but renewable energy technology,  load balancing and transmission involve hugely expensive investments that inflate electricity bills for all consumers. In 2010 the renewable energy sources fee  on electricity bills  rose from 0.00030 €/KWh to 0.0057 €/KWh,  i.e. 18.5  times higher!

Alternative solutions

· Energy conservation can reduce requirements by  up to 30%

· Small-scale renewable energy sources to increase the autonomy of localities and individual households

· Upgrading of the energy efficiency of buildings and appliances

More information on the effects of wind farms:

In Greek

www.windwatch.gr, www.eyploia.gr, www.aioliko.com, www.kandanos.eu/taxonom   y/term/84, www.karpenissi.eu, http://windfallthemovie.com/index_2.html, www.epaw.org
In English

https://stopthesethings.com/  (Good information but unacceptably favourable towards nuclear fission)

W. Hall translation of address in Karystos:    https://stopthesethings.com/about/comment-page-2/#comment-434703  

